
	  

River	  Ganga,	  Shackled	  

O	  Ganga,	  

I	  seek	  forgiveness!	  

For	  I	  come	  	  

when	  you’ve	  already	  been	  silenced	  like	  a	  pond!	  

It	  is	  my	  mistake,	  	  

for	  I	  should	  have	  come	  

when	  you	  were	  a	  lively	  gushing	  River.	  

Pure	  and	  untouched,	  	  

emerging	  from	  the	  Himalayas	  embellished	  	  

by	  beautiful	  mountain	  streams…	  teeming	  with	  aquatic	  life.	  

	  

Today	  the	  Bhilangana	  River	  meets	  the	  Bhagirathi	  

at	  a	  wall	  of	  concrete.	  

	  

Forgive	  me	  Ganga,	  	  

for	  I	  came	  too	  late.	  

Today	  you	  move	  sluggishly;	  	  

the	  women	  of	  Tehri	  no	  longer	  worship	  you.	  



Truth	  is,	  	  

you’re	  no	  longer	  deemed	  worthy	  of	  the	  adoration.	  

And	  I	  am	  the	  culprit;	  

I	  could	  not	  stop	  this.	  

	  

The	  once	  historic	  meeting	  of	  	  

emerald	  green	  and	  turbid	  waters	  	  

is	  today	  a	  wretched	  picture.	  

And	  dejected	  on	  your	  banks,	  	  

my	  thoughts	  are	  disrupted	  by	  your	  loud	  cry.	  

I	  hear	  you	  question	  me:	  

Why	  do	  you	  visit	  me	  today…	  

to	  acknowledge	  my	  bleak	  future?	  

	  

Poet:	  Vimal	  Bhai.	  	  
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