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Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico. 9 of April, 2010
Press Release

Members of the Committe to Save Temaca, Acasico and Palmarejo, a Human Rights Activist, and a Journalist Threated Over the Movement to Stop
El Zapotillo Dam

On Saturday April 3, 2010, in Temacapulín, Jalisco, Mexico, brothers Jesus and Juan Manuel Agustín Jiménez Carvajal, members of the Committee to Save Temaca, Palmarejo, and Acasico; Marco Joachim von Borstel Nilsson, a member of the Mexican Institute for Community Development (IMDEC); and Jade Ramirez Cuevas Villanueva, a journalist for News Media Network UDG Radio Universidad de Guadalajara, were threatened with death. 

At approximately 10:15 P.M. on 3rd April, three strangers identifying themselves as federal employees entered the local business owned by Manuel de Jesus Carvajal Jiménez (El Bombon) and threatened Marco von Borstel and Jade Ramirez Cuevas Villanueva, launching a series of curses and insults, saying "The dam is going to be built, we don’t understand why you continue with this and don’t respect the government." Before this, they had approached Juan Agustín Jiménez Carvajal, saying, "you, your brother (Manuel de Jesus Carvajal Jimenez), the woman (referring to Jade Ramirez) and the guy in the hat (referring to Marco von Borstel), you four are screwed and will die soon for stirring up trouble."

These threats are the newest in a series of threats and hostilities suffered by communities and resistance committee members during the development of the El Zapotillo Dam project.

The Federal Government, the National Water Commission (CONAGUA), the State Water Commission (CEA) and the Government of the State of Jalisco and Guanajuato are responsible to protect from harm, threat or occurrence these colleagues and other members of affected communities and all those who support the struggle.

Recommendation 35/2009 dated December 31, 2009, issued by the State Human Rights Commission of Jalisco (CEDHJ) requires that Mr. Emilio Gonzalez Marquez, Governor of the State, "Give written instructions to all public employees to respect and safeguard the integrity and security of those who defend human rights and that, as provided in the Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Institutions to Promote and Protect Human Rights and Universally Recognized Fundamental Freedoms, to deliver sufficient support to carry out their work in peaceful conditions, with freedom, transparency, access to information, respect, and freedom from violence, threats, retaliation, discrimination, pressure or any arbitrary action by public servants."

For the above reasons we demand:

1. The immediate investigation of these facts, punishment of those responsible, and enactment of measures to protect and safeguard the security and lives of the inhabitants of the communities of Temacapulín, Acasico and Palmarejo and human rights defenders, journalists and organizations allied in the movement against El Zapotillo Dam.

2. Compliance with the recommendations of the Mexican State on the issue of human rights defenders and compliance with their obligations under the Universal Declaration on the Rights of Defenders.

3. Acceptance and full compliance with CEDHJ recommendation 35/2009 and immediate cancellation of the project El Zapotillo Dam.

Lastly, today we are presenting a complaint to the Attorney General of the State of Jalisco with a copy to the State Human Rights Commission of Jalisco, the Directorate General of the Tort Program for Journalists and Civil Defenders of Human Rights, the National Human Rights Commission, the Representative of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in Mexico, the UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders, and Amnesty International. 
Sincerely,

The Committee to Save Temacapulín, Acasico and Palmarejo

¡Ríos Sin Presas, Pueblos Vivos!
¡NO A LA PRESA EL ZAPOTILLO!
Rivers Without Dams, Living Communities!
No to El Zapotillo Dam!

For more information: 

Mexican Institute for Community Development (IMDEC), A.C. 
+ 52 3811 0714 Ext. 111 – 116  E-Mail: noalzapotillo@gmail.com
Colectivo COA
+52 3825 4903 / / elcolectivocoa@gmail.com
