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Abstract

Hydropower development on Nu River has been a hot public discussion topic. We took two big hydropower
projects, Maji Hydropower Station on the Nu River and Dahuagiao Hydropower Station on the Lancang
River, to illustrate procedures of developing big hydropower stations. It presents the procedures using a flow
chart, and identifies problems such as illogical approval process, insufficient information disclosure and public
participation, ineffective environment impact analysis, etc. It also looks into how stakeholders are involved in

the decision-making process.

The article concludes by raising a few suggestions for improvement, namely carrying out more basic science
research, improving decision-making process, reinforcing information disclosure and public participation, and

exploring an appropriate development mode.
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